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“the best book in print on the subject.”
 –HERITAGE JOURNAL

“Author and scholar David Birnbaum wrestles with the 
age–old problem of the existence of evil… a compelling, 
stimulating and creative contribution…”
 –JUDAICA BOOK NEWS

“Birnbaum’s God and Evil is an extremely significant 
volume which grapples forthrightly and originally 
with the problem… well–organized… clearly written… 
persuasive… Birnbaum comes as close as possible to 
solving the awesome dilemma of evil in a world created 
by a just God.”
 –JEWISH WORLD

“Birnbaum wrestles with the problem of evil from 
a Jewish perspective, but provides fresh insights for 
Christians as well. This is a good book, written in 
faith, and with honesty and passion.”
 –THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
   Georgetown University

“Wiesel and Birnbaum share a deep respect for, and 
loyalty to, their ancestral faith.  Yet the contrast between 
their approaches is ultimately perhaps as instructive 
as the approaches themselves. Birnbaum’s approach 
is essentially that of the intellectual, philosopher, and 
theologian…”
 –CANADIAN CATHOLIC REVIEW

“a bold and highly original synthesis…audacious 
yet sensitive, traditional and yet highly innovative…
yet within the parameters of an authentically Jewish 
halakhic point of view…an intellectual odyssey”
 –JEWISH REVIEW

GOD AND EVIL
by DAVID BIRNBAUM

David Birnbaum’s God and Evil is a major 
philosophical study which systematically confronts 
the philosophical problem of evil, and the Holocaust 
in particular. It presents an extensively researched 
and comprehensive review of the subject. In a clearly 
presented and readable exposition, Birnbaum then 
proposes an original and powerful formulation. 
Combining modern and classic, rationalist and 
mystic themes, Birnbaum’s proposed solution to the 
ancient problem of evil is perhaps the most elegant 
to appear in modern times.

Anchored biblically and philosophically, 
Birnbaum’s formulation proposes that two paths lie 
before humankind: The first, the path of dependence 
on God, which while leading to ultimate bliss, is 
humanly unsatisfying and unfulfilling. And the 
second, the path of maximum potential – in which the 
individual achieves fuller freedom and responsibility 
via a path fraught with considerable peril, although 
ultimately more potentializing.

According to Birnbaum’s paradigm, Quest for 
Potential∞ drives Man and God and the Cosmos. 
Potential is the nexus. God of Potential is juxtaposed 
against Man of Autonomy, Freedom and Potential. 

Through proceeding from a Jewish context, 
Birnbaum’s compelling presentation and original 
synthesis will be of considerable value to adherents of 
all Western religious. God and Evil has been acclaimed 
by philosophers and theologians of all faiths.

This philosophically exciting work has generated 
very considerable attention. It has been widely 
reviewed, has been selected as a Main Feature 
Selection of The Jewish Book Club, has already been 
assigned as a course text at major universities around 
the world, and has been critically acclaimed as “the 
best book in print on the subject.”

God and Evil (1988) is the first of two books in 
Birnbaum’s landmark two-volume Summa Metaphysica 
series crafted over a twenty-six year period. The second 
book, God and Good, was published in 2009 (on the 
web in 2006). In Book #1 of the series, the author 
introduces the concepts of Quest for Potential∞, as 
well as God of Potential. In Book #2 Birnbaum sculpts 
the concepts of , 
as well as focusing on The Potential∞ Point.  
The Summa series reshapes the contours of 
metaphysics, philosophy, and theology. 



www.SummaM.org

www.TheCrucifixion.org

 

www.BirnbaumAmazon.com

www.MetaphysicsB.com
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I and II
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***

Summa Metaphysica series

God and Evil

God and Good

spin–offs from 
Summa Metaphysica:

God’s 120 Guardian Angels

The Lost Manual

*

“companion works” to
Summa Metaphysica:

Q4P I + II

Cosmic Womb of Potential I + II

Cosmic Tool Kit I + II

Cosmic Code I + II



"A masterpiece for our times"

- Rabbi Benjamin Blech,

Yeshiva University



This work proposes a simultaneous solution to three classic

problems in philosophy:

THEOGONY –

The origins of the Divine.

COSMOGONY –

The origins of the cosmos.

THEODICY –

Reconciling God and religion in the face of evil.
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“Amajor work in the
Philosophy of Religion”

Canon William Johnson

Professor of Philosophy,

Brandeis University
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“Daring and intriguing”

– Adin Steinsaltz
    Jerusalem














































































































































































































































































































































