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re: Summa I

 “A Major Work in the Philosophy of Religion”*

 “…there is no comparable volume offering such a 
comprehensive, authoritative and intelligible discussion 
of the problem…a remarkable effort to offer a fresh 
approach...” 

Paul Mendez–Flohr 
Professor of Philosophy, Hebrew University,  
Jerusalem Editor, Contemporary Jewish Religious Thought

“…an original, and, in this reader’s opinion, a very 
promising point of view…the author gathers a 
philosophically coherent and, in the end, highly modern 
insight… a unified metaphysics…” 

Louis Dupré
Professor of Religious Studies, Yale University

“…a major work in the Philosophy of Religion… 
a masterful achievement…a novel and satisfying approach… 
a major intellectual achievement.” 

*Canon William Johnson 
Professor of Philosophy, Brandeis University
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[continued]

“…a major contribution to the Jewish conversations 
through the ages, on theodicy, and the problem of evil 
generally.” 

Dr. Norman Lamm 
President, Yeshiva University

“…a framework for a renewed exploration into the most 
agonizing aspects of the meaning of religious belief… It 
is an impressive attempt to focus intellectually on the 
Holocaust without diminishing the primal outcry of pain.” 

Rabbi Nachum Rabinovitch 
Rosh Yeshiva Birkat Moshe, Israel,  
Former Dean, Jews College, London

“David Birnbaum brings the rich resources of the Jewish 
tradition to bear on the universal problem of theodicy. The 
result is a new synthesis… I can certainly recommend it 
as a fascinating contribution to the philosophy of religion 
which merits the attention of Christians and Jews alike.” 

John J. Collins 
Professor of Theology, University of Notre Dame 
Editor, Journal of Biblical Literature
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“God and Evil represents a bold attempt to formulate 
an ingenious theory, which, drawing upon creative 
reinterpretations of classical Jewish doctrine, places 
the Free Will Defense within a broader metaphysical 
framework…” 

Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger 
Professor of Philosophy, Yeshiva University
Editor, Tradition

“All who read this book will find much instruction, 
insight, and material for reflection…I find the overall 
thesis of the book touching and inspiring…” 

Rabbi Irving Greenberg
President, The National Jewish Center for Learning 
and Scholarship (CLAL)

“A major work…a great intellectual and spiritual effort” 
Joseph Dan 
Professor of Kabbalah, Hebrew University

***
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“the best book in print on the subject.” 
–HERITAGE JOURNAL

“Author and scholar David Birnbaum wrestles with the age–old 
problem of the existence of evil… a compelling, stimulating and 
creative contribution…” 

–JUDAICA BOOK NEWS

“Birnbaum’s God and Evil is an extremely significant volume 
which grapples forthrightly and originally with the problem… 
well–organized… clearly written… persuasive… Birnbaum comes 
as close as possible to solving the awesome dilemma of evil in a 
world created by a just God.” 

–JEWISH WORLD

“Birnbaum wrestles with the problem of evil from a Jewish 
perspective, but provides fresh insights for Christians as well. 
This is a good book, written in faith, and with honesty and 
passion…” 

–THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
Georgetown University

“Wiesel and Birnbaum share a deep respect for, and loyalty to, 
their ancestral faith. Yet the contrast between their approaches is 
ultimately perhaps as instructive as the approaches themselves. 
Birnbaum’s approach is essentially that of the intellectual, 
philosopher, and theologian…” 

–CANADIAN CATHOLIC REVIEW

“a bold and highly original synthesis…audacious yet sensitive, 
traditional and yet highly innovative…yet within the parameters 
of an authentically Jewish halakhic point of view…an 
intellectual odyssey” 

–JEWISH REVIEW

***
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