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Part III:
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The Lost Manual
The only CONSTANT in the universe is CHANGE
He who masters CHANGE, masters the universe
*

Fable has it
that in ancient times
a timeless MANUAL existed,
which, along with the Ark of the Covenant,
had been lost...

Advance, continuously advance
– on all fronts
Incrementally is OK – but steadily
An occasional leap is not a bad idea, as well.
*
Advance, continuously advance
– on all fronts
Incrementally is OK – but steadily
An occasional leap is not a bad idea, as well.
*
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*
With PASSION
comes both greatness and pain

PART III

– and you will energize your entire being
every hour, every day, every year
– to the day you complete your work here –
in this form

With GREATNESS
comes danger

*

With PAIN comes opportunity
*
There is nothing,
absolutely nothing
more powerful than
– “an idea whose time has come”

Life is great
Life is difficult
Giving your life MEANING & GOALS,
tips the scales towards one or the other
*
All good relationships are profound

Power must be anchored in justice
Justice must be anchored in power
Justice is elusive

They connect us with all eternity
They fill our souls
and elevate us as humans

*
*
Power must be used with finesse
ditto, Wealth
*
Seek after your own Potential –
steadily and inexorably

Treasure,
enhance and protect
loving relationships
Stay close to entities
which seem to bring out the best in you,
which seem to actualize your potential
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*
All individuals,
situations and greater contexts
are unique –
- and therefore
few “sage wisdoms” universally apply
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*
The ability to “listen”
is a pre-requisite for success
in business, romance, all relationships
(and metaphysics)
*

*
Multi-generational connecting,
meaning grandparent > parent > grandchild
connecting with love and care and respect,
will tend to enhance potential-life-force.
*

The ability to discern and then
deliver-to-the-other-party
what they desire and need most
is a pre-requisite for success
in both business and romance
(and metaphysics)
*

Entities and people
morph themselves every year.

Recent incarnations are more important than
prior incarnations. Move on!

Just follow the play.

Of course,
old realities and projections
only recalcitrantly fade.

- and be self-supportive of a positive morph.
*
Play the cards you are dealt;
Do not lament cards you were not dealt;

But, they are supplanted.
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*
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But, you can be fancy with generosity,
and can be simple in saying “yes”

Just concentrate on OPTIMIZING
*
the play –
and you will achieve success and fulfillment

One can grow
through “good fortune” –
with gratitude and generosity;

*
Strive to become
the embodiment
of (the unisex) values
you wish
your Dream Lover
to be –
and you will reach fulfillment
on multiple levels

And one can grow
through “bad fortune”
– if one can ju jitsu the toxicity.
If you can be adroit enough
to parlay both eventualities,
you will find yourself advancing
very steadily and quite inexorably
*

*
In weakness there is power;
in power, weakness…
corollary: His strength is also his weakness
corollary: In crisis, there is opportunity
*
Don’t be too fancy;
Don’t be too simple

Timing, Timing, Timing
Location, Location, Location
Preparation, Preparation, Preparation
Focus, Focus, Focus
Creative, Creative, Creative
Tenacious, Tenacious, Tenacious
Prioritize, Prioritize, Prioritize
Flexibility, Flexibility, Flexibility
Versatility, Versatility, Versatility
Diplomatically, Diplomatically, Diplomatically
Nimble, but ultimately, DECISIVE
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*
Low risk,
High potential reward: dream situation
High risk,
Low potential reward: disaster-in-the-making
*
Be truthful to yourself,
Believe in yourself,
Follow your star
and go for VICTORY
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*
Assemble, over the decades –
if you can, a small group around you

Each of whom can and will give you
* * * Loyalty, Love & Laughter * * *
[And be sure to do your share 120%]
*

*
If you segue from a dark universe
(say, an abusive household)
to a benign universe
(say, a New England college campus),
act accordingly.
Smile.
EXIT dark universes.
Brighten your universe.
JETTISON toxic people from it.

More than 50% of human happiness
derives from a good love partner;
Less than 50% of good love partners
are good marriage partners.
*
Love is great. Love is dangerous.
Love is elusive. Love is attainable.
Love is sublime. Love makes us craze.
*
Love is great. Love is terrible.
Marriage is great. Marriage is terrible.
Children are great. Children are great.
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*
Take good people
for granted
– at your own peril
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*
A pre–requisite for a good love partner
and/or mate
is the ability
to give love well and
to receive love well

Allow toxic individuals
to remain in your circle
–at your own peril

*
*

Treat someone
with full respect
– and you have a potential ally
Treat someone
with disrespect
– and you have a guaranteed enemy
Treat someone
with abuse
– and you have a lifelong mortal menace
on your case

Listen and learn like a baby
Float like a butterfly
Then, when you make your move…
Do it with conviction
And daring.
And go for victory.
*
Victory is always better than defeat.
But one can transcend setback,
and ultimately prevail
in even greater and more nuanced victory.
That road has been traveled.
*
Convey your message respectfully and clearly
(and carry thermonuclear warheads)

GOD AND GOOD
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*
Beware of guys
with no guy–friends,
and
of girls
with no girl–friends

*
Viewing all humans
as gifts from heaven
will advance you
on the chessboard of life
It will enhance your soul
with bountiful spirit

Beware
of guys or gals
with dozens
of “closest friends”
*
Surround yourself with
Loyal friends
(preferably from high school)
Loving family
Serious allies
Talented staffers
Proven professionals
Brilliant teachers
Veteran advisors
Guiding parents
Stimulating books and media
– and ONE good Love
– (even if necessarily, sequentially)

But, note,
case by case,
they may be more of a gift
to their mom,
than to you
*
Carry many and varied arrows in your quiver.
*
Hug your children –
– and all will be well
when the day is done

GOD AND GOOD
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*
Seek truth, but accept ambiguity
Seek safety, but accept pain
Seize life, but accept retreat
Plan, but accept uncertainty
Seek security, but accept vulnerability
Seek strength, but travel light.
*
Parlay your major strengths
Enhance your top strengths
– even from a dozen different angles
via a dozen different modalities.
It is your “top strength” which must lead the charge.
*
Attack your major weaknesses
– one or two at a time
Neutralizing a major weakness
will take a minimum of 3 lines of attack –
employed simultaneously over time in a
disciplined manner

…Why so much effort?
If the salient weakness
were so readily amenable to repair,
it would not have evolved as your salient weakness
in the first place
After resolution, take on the next one or two
salient weaknesses...
will keep you busy...out–of–trouble... :)
Your sub–conscious inner guidance system
will prioritize for your conscious guidance system...
*
Seek after your potential;
Understand that potential is at the core of the cosmic
dynamic and of personal fulfillment.
Chart–out
your overriding transcending goals
(such as spiritual fulfillment, perhaps)
As well as
more tangible life–achievement goals
(such as becoming an established professional)
And you will win at the game of LIFE
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*
Periodically,
articulate out–loud
and even write–out
your updated top 5 goals;
Your “Inner Potentializer / Tactician”
will ‘get the message’ with greater clarity
And will constantly be on–the–lookout
for anything–anything,
which advances your objectives
You will then find yourself advancing
to your goals more adroitly
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*
Understand that each individual is a universe.
Understand that YOU are a universe.
Respect the greatness of the random human.
Accept the frailty of even superstars.
*
Money is fuel for your life–engine
But only fuel…
A steady supply and a very considerable amount
in diverse storage depots is a good idea
*

*
Understand that
you are part of an extraordinary,
unfolding cosmic dynamic
Understand that
at birth you are already a profound
Creator–potential
– and area linked to Infinity and eternity
before you and after you

LESS is (sometimes) MORE.
MORE is (sometimes) LESS.
There is never too much wisdom
or too little ego.
*
Do not confuse glory with wisdom.

GOD AND GOOD
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*
Surrounding yourself with people
who consistently TAKE more than they GIVE,
is obviously sub–optimal
After they have drained you of your Qi,
they will simply move on
– to their next victim
*
Err on the side of more communication,
and less small talk.
*

If only a thousand
have taken that route
assess very, very carefully
and with due caution and analysis.

If only a hundred
have ventured there,
be very concerned;
danger may lie ahead.

If only ten
have taken that route,
pause, weigh, analyze, be extra vigilant,
take your time before engaging.

There is never too much versatility or money.
There is never too little humility or thriftiness.
*
If a million people
have already traveled a particular road,
no need to be overly apprehensive
before taking it.

If a hundred thousand
have already traversed it,
still give it thought
before traveling–forward.

If absolutely no one else
has gone there before,
ask your Mom.
*
Best
not to keep more money
than you actually need
at the moment in public view –
as many will seek to relieve you of it
or turn it against you.
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*
Anchor your life in good deeds.
Fill your heart with good will.
Allow your Soul to have a spiritual dimension
*
Smile at adversity.
Survive the storm.
Tenacious and cool.
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Fill your soul with tranquility,
no matter how severe the storm
And you will reap a thousand victories
*
Love, Gratitude and Potential
are the lifeblood of the cosmos.
Tap into these three,
and you are indomitable.
*

*
Maintain that sparkle in your eternal soul;
maintain it at full–sparkle :)
Be sure to keep that pilot–light burning;
keep that blue flame burning
with pure intensity.

Receive and give Love
when you are fortunate to have the opportunity.
Give gratitude to the Heavens
for all Love and Potential related to your being.
*

*
Celebrate each morning
Follow your star.
– and keep a very vigilant eye on cashflow.
*
Fill your heart with Good Will,
no matter what toxicity you are subjected to

the glory of LIFE
the gift of FREEDOM
the gift of POSSIBILITY
your being part of the RE–BIRTH of the world
a recent personal Victory
and then.......... Advance–Forward !
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*
Cosmic currents of Potential
reward POSITIVE–energy
and neglect NEUTRAL–energy.
– as these currents
reward dynamic pro–ACTIVE
and neglect static frozen–DEFENSIVE.
*
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who
(one way or another)
might USE (you);
and then ultimately
(one way or another)
might ABUSE (you)
This axiom applies
– to all faiths
– in all eras
All roads generally lead to their
power aggrandizement – directly or indirectly.

We may be Stardust,
poetically speaking

*
But, technically speaking
We are Lovedust
*
Be wary of any and all causes
“larger than yourself”
Only those at the top–of–the–pyramid
emerge NET WINNERS

*
Beware of clergy
– of all faiths –

Treat all with RESPECT
Powerful and Weak;
Rich and Poor;
Older and Younger
*
Ten supportive individuals
will not guarantee you
success in life
One parasitic, betraying individual
can undermine
your entire life
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*
If one is optimally pressing to optimize
one’s potential,
one will tend to feel fulfilled along a key
internal axis
If one nails an objective,
but does not re–boot and embark along
the next potential–quest,

*
Do not assume that
academics seek the TRUTH
or that
clergy seek GODLINESS
or that
lawyers seek the LAW
or that
justices seek JUSTICE.
Start with no assumptions.

the human psyche, at its very core,
will not be happy...
*

*
Four components have sustained nations
over the millennia:

Fully questing for one’s potential
along multiple axes,

Spirituality,

will tend to rejuvenate the soul.

Education,

Including quest for spiritual potential
in–the–mix,

Family,

will tend to optimize fulfillment.

PART III

Creative tenacity
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*
The ultimate KEY, respectfully, is, as follows:
If we can,
on–the–one–hand,
understand Infinitude/Divineness…
And yet, simultaneously,
be down–to–earth and grounded,
we then stand to inherit
both heaven and earth

Religions and spiritual movements
which primarily
politically empower
the movement’s hierarchic elite,
inevitably turn out to be
the bane of humanity
*
For any movement to assert that it
spiritually empowers its masses,
while, in the process,

*
Understand your mortality,
while remembering simultaneously

it simultaneously demonizes other groups
(subtly or overtly),
– is a perversion of spirituality
and a cynical manipulation

that you are a complete and complex
of its own idealistic adherents
– and somewhat infinite – universe.
*
Religions and spiritual movements
which primarily
spiritually empower the masses,
advance humanity

Variations of this nefarious power–gambit
have caused endless horrors
spanning the millennia
to this day
*
Random acts of kindness
(not that I’m too good at this)
will tend to accrue to your benefit
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Random acts of kindness
just may unleash the angelic
(dimension or spirit or power)
within you
*
Almost all revolutions
ultimately morph into engines
for power aggrandizement – personal, political,
territorial, etc.
Therefore,
try to avoid being overly enraptured,
captivated, hypnotized or otherwise
held hostage by the revolution du jour.
In fact, best to get out of its way.

PART III

you are thoroughly integral to...
............................the Divine

– ALL OF US CUMULATIVELY

*
We are all interconnected
– past–present–and–future
*
like one multi–arrayed network of a
billion–trillion
human/spiritual

*
Add arrows to your quiver,
whenever you have the opportunity.
Use them judiciously, very judiciously.
*
and, finally,
understand that

Personal Creations stretching forward to the farthest
reaches of time
– and it is our awesome and infinite
cumulative CONSCIOUSNESS – WILL – CHI –
“ruach Adoshem” ** (Spirit–of–the–Divine)
– which drives the eternal cosmos ever–forward...
and onward !
*

GOD AND GOOD
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*

The purpose of each individual
Is to Quest for his/her Potential

PART III

*

Even simply integrating this core concept –
that your purpose is to quest after your individual
potentials –

*
into your psyche
will start transforming your life
Each of us has our own unique individual potentialities
– and, indeed, these evolve and morph over time

*

*

Your psyche will plan, process and think differently
Your mind will gear–up accordingly,

Your unique potentials might be in any realm(s)
*
examples: spiritual, religious, intellectual, maternal,
paternal, literary, emotional, business, trade, vocation,
finance, corporate, music, art, friendship, science,
engineering, the humanities, clergy, etc.

Positive advances and increased life–fulfillment
will ensue
short term and long term

*

***
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“Advance!”
one-word core doctrine,

Ultimately, we can transform ourselves
into Temples of the Spirit

– Israeli Armored Corps

To the extent that we do,
we cumulatively transform the entire world

*
Don’t Look Back !
– GOD to LOT’s wife (Genesis)

						

– unknown Hasidic rebbe

end of Summa
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see Appendix

>
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Q4P
Quest for Potential∞/ Extraordinariation
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Appendix
Section:
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APPENDIX A:
Metaphysics Analysis
One can never PROVE a metaphysics.
By definition.
Because one would have to stand outside the entire
cosmos to view it all –
and simulate Creation itself – to test it all.
*
However one can certainly ASSESS different
metaphysics.
Metaphysics is always hypothesis. But, hopefully very,
very intelligent hypothesis.
One can, indeed, analyze different metaphysical
constructs with a consistent set of questions.
*
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Now, some of the questions involved in assessing various
metaphysics might be the following: (These questions
tend to overlap, but have different thrusts and nuance.)
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Is the presentation some sort of miasma (murky,
obscuring vapor)
– or is it actually fairly articulate and systematic?

Is the metaphysics overarching? All-embracing?
Does the metaphysics handle the key questions
in philosophy? (re-capped in the INTROS and
FOREWORDS of the two books of this series)
Does the metaphysics have a fatal flaw(s);
a major gap(s),
– or does it essentially legitimately ‘stitch-together’
all the key issues
*
To what extent is the metaphysics TETHERED to classic
works or spiritual texts?
*

Are the themes, however allegedly profound, articulated
in a totally obscure manner –
– or in a generally intelligible manner?
*
Do we grasp the CREATIVE ESSENCE of the
presentation?
*
Does the proposed metaphysics gently ‘tip-toe around
the garden’ –
or does it attempt to get to the very core of the cosmic
code?

Does the core of the metaphysics RESONATE within us?
*
*
Is the case made exclusively “in an Ivory Tower” –

Does the proposed metaphysics primarily concern itself
with playing with SEMANTICS and DEFINITIONS –

– or is the case somewhat brought-down-to-earth,
as well?

or does it actually provide an overarching integrated
formulation for the cosmic order?
*

GOD AND GOOD
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A proposed metaphysics must be assessed, as well,
by these not inconsiderable – and, frankly, nonnegotiable, demands, as well:
Does the proposed metaphysics truly embrace all
known dynamics – in all fields?

APPENDIX B:

Does the proposed metaphysics embrace our
experiences and accumulated wisdom over the
centuries?

Schematically

Does the metaphysics embrace all that we scientifically
believe to have occurred – and the overwhelming great
bulk of what we hypothesize to have occurred – since
the dawn of time?
*
Does the particular proposed metaphysics – about our
most extraordinary universe and profound existence –
run flat and dry

(as introduction to this particular appendix, first let
us take one more quick look at the Baal Shem Tov’s
philosophy.....
see lead paragraph
on the Baal Shem Tov’s doctrines
(a.k.a. the BESHT’s doctrines)

Elements of Besht’s doctrines

– or does it, on some level,
actually, touch our soul?
***

Jewish Encyclopedia Online, http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/
view.jsp?artid=18&letter=B (accessed October 5, 2009)

“The foundation-stone of Hasidism as laid by Besht
is a strongly marked pantheistic conception of God. He
declared the whole universe, mind and matter, to be a
manifestation of the Divine Being; that this manifestation
is not an emanation from God, as is the conception of
the Kabbalah, for nothing can be separated from God:
all things are rather forms in which He reveals Himself…”
*********

377

GOD AND GOOD

APPENDIX

Now, having the BESHT’s doctrine noted above for easy
reference, to schematically outline what is happening
as regards our formulation,

GOD WITHDRAWS to create Man

juxtaposed against other formulations

B comes from WITHIN A

(tzimtzum)

*********

*

let

Baal Shem Tov:

A = God

encapsuled in one core proposition:
All is a Manifestation OF God

B = Man

(panentheistic)

AB = GodMan

A and B are part of AB
*

*********
SUMMA / Birnbaum:

Maimonides:
encapsuled one core proposition:
God created Man (Aristotelian)
A created B
*
Lurianic Kabbalah:
encapsuled in one core proposition:
Man is an emanation from God
(sort of, from WITHIN God);

encapsuled in one core proposition:
Holy Quest for Potential (to the infinite recursive power)
drives GOD, MAN and the COSMOS ever-forward
towards EXTRAORDINARIATION.

Now, Summa Metaphysica lays the FORMULATION
out in
18 multi-faceted propositions:
9 in the first book, God and Evil
9 in the second book, God and Good
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But, let’s give you the “Monarch notes’

3.

‘test-prep version’ here

We are ALL part of HOLY QUEST FOR POTENTIAL
(this is ~panentheistic, parallel to the BESHT)

on Summa / Birnbaum

4.
*

Thus, to attempt to outline SUMMA in 6 quick
propositions:
1.
QUEST FOR POTENTIAL∞ is on a journey from
POSSIBILITY through METAPHYSICAL REALMS through
REALITY, then towards PERFECT FULFILLMENT &
REALIZATION (‘EXTRAORDINARIATION’)
(the first part of this proposition has components
in-common with RASHI (‘na-asheh adahm b ‘zalmenu’ –
Let us make Man in our Image - Genesis), and with
Lurianic Kabbalah (En Sof...Sefirot) and Plato’s Forms...
aside from being anchored in ‘Eheyeh Asher Eheyeh’ –
Exodus)
2.
Infinite Potentialities at the end–of–the–rainbow
(‘EXTRAORDINARIATION’), retroactively ignite
Creation – and the Divine ‘spark’

We are all part of a grander, evolving COSMIC
Consciousness.
(this has components in common with the BESHT and
with Teilhard, the Jesuit philosophical renegade)
5.
Divine consciousness (the Godhead of the cumulative
consciousness) withdraws to give greater freedom
to MAN
(an anchor of the proposed solution to theodicy in Book #1)
(this has components in common with the Torah’s Hester
Panim (Hiding of the Divine Face) and with Lurianic
Kabbalah tzimtzum)
6.
ALL (AB) are on an ongoing journey towards
EXTRAORDINARIATION.
(components, almost in common with ‘Messianic era’)
***
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APPENDIX C:
Extraordinariation
To our readers:
Summa Metaphysica proposes the concept of
Extraordinariation.
This concept is proposed and elaborated upon in
the chapter
Mu: Cosmic Tool Kit- Shelf #2 above
(in the first section of this book, Cosmic Womb
of Potential)
The following is a finalé commentary piece on the
theme.
by DANIEL N. KHALIL:
EXTRAORDINARIATION

To say that the feeling in the listener’s soul at the climax
of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony is ‘perfect’ is drastic
and degrading understatement. The meta-emotional
human response to this piece of art (and it is not alone)
is outside of perfection as it is outside of language.
It is transcendent, extra, extraordinary.
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It has been said that God is the ultimate artist,
creating a world-dynamic with all the idiosyncrasies
of complex art. To praise His work as being merely
‘perfect’ or ‘efficient’ is to miss its creative essence.
It is to embrace the engineer while neglecting the
artisan. This is a neglect bolstered by science and
mathematics, disciplines whose unique understanding
of the universe’s exactitude has been used to turn the
focus from its delicate elegance. The cold progression
of evolution engenders an appreciation for the lion’s
strength, for the cheetah’s speed; the precision of
physics provides a window into the flawlessness of
our cosmos; but there is more.
Darwinian evolution need not have yielded the frail
butterfly, the vulnerable dove; the Earth’s orbit need
not have yielded the grace of changing seasons,
snow-decorated forests. Indeed laws of nature and
principles of physics need not have yielded complexity
at all. Nevertheless, complexity permeates our world
from subatomic particles to cosmic galaxies. It is this
complexity that allows for the sophisticated beauty that
stands in wait of our perception daily.
Yet the paradox of this complexity surfaces as we probe
it more deeply. Structural biologists have shown that
fundamental biology depends on predictable chemistry.
Quantum mechanics has shown that chemistry, in turn,
can be dissected into the physics that underlies it.
Einstein showed that even within physics separations
are an illusion. His special theory of relativity (1905)
revealed that the division between space and time is
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artificial. His subsequent general theory of relativity
(1915) showed the same of the distinction between
space-time and matter.
Thus, the broad perspective reveals our world’s
complexity while the deep, penetrating perspective
reveals its unity. Stepping back, we appreciate worldly
complexity, stepping close we are astounded by
its unity. Such is the paradox. Complexity and unity
challenge one another as they each thrust forward
expanding their respective scopes simultaneously.
New species are discovered as unified theorems are
developed. This duality teases us with its plainness:
we can only watch, spellbound, as our cosmos’
singularity and its nuance develop and unfold, handin-hand, before us. Herein lays the irony of our world’s
progression: a relentless trajectory towards unbounded
extraordinariation.
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APPENDIX D:
Consciousness
Consciousness remains a vast unknown.
Above, in the main body of the book, I posit a
“cumulative consciousness”. And this speculative
conjecture is an integral part of my philosophical
construct.
Now, we know from Astrophysics that
approximately half-a-billion years
after the Big Bang (with the Big Bang currently
calculated at 13.7 billion years ago), Supernovas
(collapsing hi–mass stars) started ‘creating/
manufacturing/cooking’ the so–called heavier elements
(elements heavier than #26 Iron) in their cores,
and then projected them outwards to the far reaches
of the universe.
These heavier Elements were, in turn, necessary
building–blocks for LIFE.
Meaning, without the DEATH of the supernovas,
there would be no LIFE.
Meaning, on some level, from DEATH,
emerges (fuller and fuller) LIFE.
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Now, we posit as a consistent theme throughout
SUMMA,
that: the human parallels the cosmic.
The question is just exactly how.
So, we see from Astrophysics, that DEATH can
profoundly yield LIFE.
The question is:
Is there a parallel in human death?
So, perhaps, perhaps,
(individual) human death enhances the
cumulative cosmic consciousness.
This is fragile and dangerous terrain,
and I simply do not have a good intuitive feel here.
Hence, placement in an Appendix.
However, intriguingly,
Maimonides, Guide to the Perplexed,
from Friedlander’s translation,
Part I, 74, 7th argument:
“Amr, and therefore the souls of all the departed
form only one being as has been explained by
Ibn Bekr Ibn Al-zaig, and others who ventured to
speak on these profound subjects. In short, such
intricate disciplines, which our mind can scarcely
comprehend, cannot furnish any principles for the
explanation of other subjects.”

APPENDIX

Somewhat cryptic, for sure, but positing that,
post-Death – all souls merge into one.
Now, Souls are certainly not necessarily
Consciousness.
But, then again, maybe they are (very) closely
inter–related...
Thus, perhaps, the Death of an individual, somehow
enhances the cumulative consciousness – on some
level, however profound.
Perhaps, we should respectfully leave this particular
matter (Consciousness) at that (for this treatise)...

Feb 11, 2008
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APPENDIX E:

APPENDIX F:*

Evolution from the Perspective
of Summa Metaphysica

Hasidic v. Kabbalistic
Jewish Encyclopedia Online, http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/
view.jsp?artid=18&letter=B (accessed October 5, 2009)

According to my reading of natural evolution,
random genetic mutations provide a ‘menu’ for
Quest-for-Potential∞ to “review” – and then select
from – or “lock-in on” – a new ‘genetic line’ most likely to
achieve optimal potential (which includes survival)...and
then transpose the genetic change across the
entire species, and possibly beyond that.
            
This “reading of the data” would harmonize “punctuated
equilibrium” nicely into an integrated theory.
            
This ‘reading of the data” through my lens of
“Quest for Potential∞ approximately half-a-billion years
/ Extraordinariation” would explain why we end up with
thousands of species of (dainty and beautiful) butterflies
– and not billions of species
of (ultimate survivor) slugs.

BAAL SHEM TOV
(“The Besht”)
“The foundation-stone of Hasidism as laid by Besht is a strongly
marked pantheistic conception of God. He declared the whole
universe, mind and matter, to be a manifestation of the Divine Being;
that this manifestation is not an emanation from God, as is the
conception of the Kabbalah, for nothing can be separated from God:
all things are rather forms in which He reveals Himself…”
As noted in Encyclopaedia Judaica on Baal Shem Tov {1997} [CD-ROM]

BASIC IDEAS OF HASIDISM
Creator and Universe
“‘The hasidic leader R. Menahem Mendel of Lubavich observes
(Derekh Mitzvotekha (1911), 123) that the disciples of the Ba’al Shem
Tov gave the “very profound” turn to the doctrine of the oneness of
God so that it means not alone that He is unique, as the medieval
thinkers said, but that He is all that is:…there is no other existence
whatsoever apart from His existence, blessed be He. This is true
unification…just as there was no existence apart from Him before
the world was created so it is even now.” …as a corollary of hasidic
pantheism (more correctly, panentheism)…’”
(author’s note: there are no extant writings of the Besht)

* also see sub-section
Extension or Separate ? in the introduction to this book
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Author’s editorial comment / perspective on the
classic and historic ‘dispute’ between Lurianism and
Hasidism on the subject:
As the gemorah might say,
“Eylu v-aylu divre’ Elokim Chayim”

i.e. Both (exegesis) positions stand valid
side-by-side eternally
and, indeed, in this case,
both philosophical propositions:
The Lurianic*** [The universe as EMANATION from God]
–
and the Hasidic position
[The universe as MANIFESTATION of God]
Both tether different (intertwined) aspects of the
proposed Quest for Potential∞ paradigm.
*
Meaning, philosophical thrust #1 does not exclude
philosophical thrust #2, as the respective theological /
philosophical camps supposed; On the contrary, BOTH
philosophical thrusts must be true side-by-side in order
to explicate and outline – in even the most general
terms – the contours of an all-embracing metaphysics.
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APPENDIX G:
Push v. Pull
Classic Western and Jewish philosophy*
(call them both Model #1) each has –
the “Concrete subject” –
God –
“pushing” Creation forward –
in the moment.
Whereas my metaphysics
(call it Model #2) has –
the future perfection goal-point –
Infinite Divine Potential –
“pulling” and igniting Creation –
from the future.
Thus, these are 2 very different “models”
– on multiple levels.

*
*** Lurianic is a thrust of Kabbalistic

* Kabbalistic Jewish philosophy diverges from mainstream Jewish
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APPENDIX H:
“The Spiraling Collective”
The outwardly-spiraling
COLLECTIVE-vortex-unity

Taking-a-stab at a more schematic representation of
the current state of our little Quest for Potential∞
dynamic, we respectfully offer the schematic on the left.

CUMULATIVE

Spirituality
wrapped-around (and interlaced with)
CUMULATIVE

Consciousness
wrapped-around (and interlaced with)

“The Spiraling Collective”: an industrious and ultimately
spiritually-driven ‘collective,’ which has a habit of
creating solar systems and life forms, and is even
rumored, via its GODHEAD, to have parted the Red Sea
once, a long time ago...

CUMULATIVE

Intelligence
wrapped-around (and interlaced with)
CUMULATIVE

Life-force
wrapped-around (and interlaced with)
CUMULATIVE

Energy

wrapped-around (and interlaced with)
CUMULATIVE

Potential



– D. Birnbaum
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APPENDIX I:

APPENDIX J:

Balance and Diversity

Convergence

To focus first on our own planet,
balance of life and diversity of life
are embedded in the overarching theme of
Quest for Potential∞/Extraordinariation.
.....which maneuvers on an ongoing basis
to advance these two important “sub-motifs,”
among others.

APPENDIX

All roads lead to the infinite fount of Quest for Potential∞.
Religion, spirituality, the life sciences, physics, chemistry,
astronomy et al. all converge on the road to Infinity.
They do not quite merge, as the quest for ultimate
infinity is elusive, but they do converge.
In our quasi–finite milieu they are seemingly separate,
– at least without the Quest for Potential∞ overlay
onto them.
However, on that ethereal road to the infinite fount of
Quest for Potential∞ they converge closer and closer.
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Why is that?
Because they were originally tributaries of the “fount”
of Quest for Potential∞/Extraordinariation. Thus, an
objective observer looking at their trajectories would
track back to their original divergence from the fount.

APPENDIX K:
Cracking the Cosmic Code

Thus, they are each truly not “complete” without that
“Crown” (of Quest for Potential∞ ) affixed to them.
And it is at the “Crown–point” that they converge,
de facto merge, and de facto unify.

Physics attempts to do so.
Secular philosophy attempts to do so.

***
Key “gaps” and “loose-ends” across the spectrum
of fields of human study and inquiry, will tend to
“fill-in” relatively seamlessly employing the above.

***

Note that “Keter” (Crown) is, as well, an important component
in Kabbalah. There is a convergence, to utilize that same term
once again here, between my usage of the term Crown and the
Kabbalistic explication of Keter.

Religious philosophy attempts to do so.

All hit major “roadblocks.”

Why is that?

GOD AND GOOD

Because, the code–breaker is Quest for Potential∞/
Extraordinariation, (Q4P), which is at the intersection
of all three, but not classically thoroughly within any
of the three.

Do the three indeed intersect?
The mainstream classic wisdom would be –
not necessarily.
But the mainstream classic wisdom is wrong.
All three intersect at their fount (see exhibit above –
Convergence).
And their fount is the crucial intersection.
Only a dynamic with the transcendent - and
“intersecting” – overarching power of Q4P,
could possibly have had the power to ignite a cosmos.

397

APPENDIX

Q4P would be in the realm of Metaphysics. Not quite
physics and not quite philosophy of any classic stripe.

Only a theme from within the general genre of
Metaphysics could ultimately be able to provide a
potentially satisfying possible simultaneous answer to
hitherto inexplicable conundrums in those 3 classic
realms noted above –
[classic physics]:
Where did the first quark came from?
Meaning, where did the very smallest sub-atomic
particle, whatever that turns out to be, come from?
[classic philosophy]:
Why there is any reality at all?
Meaning, why is there not simply a state
of “nothingness”?
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APPENDIX L:
[classic religious philosophy]:
What are the eternal origins of the infinite Divine?
Meaning, by what imperative/actualization is there
the Divine which you posit/assert?

However, the introduction of Q4P does, respectfully,
simultaneously and elegantly “solve” all three issues,
and the constellation of related issues in each field.
I have covered these matters – at least on the surface –
over the course of the two volumes of Summa.

Life

Life would appear to be both –

– an end in and of itself of Q4P
as well as

*

– a portal to greater Q4P

These rich and crucial themes need to be developed.
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APPENDIX M:

APPENDIX N:

Is Q4P Morally Neutral?

Extraordinariation
juxtaposed
v.
tohu va-vohu

That does not appear to be the case.
“Giving-ness” is crucial for child-rearing, and childrearing is crucial for cosmic Q4P. And “giving-ness”
is clearly identifiable with “good” (at least by me).
Presumably “giving-ness” was crucial to creation itself,
but I have not discerned the play there.
As readers and writers, our natural inclination might
be to associate greater good with greater potential.
That would be my position.
On net balance the cosmos thus would seem to tilt
towards the positive.
However, the tilt towards the positive is not necessarily
overwhelming – by any means.

One can hypothesize that Extraordinariation is
juxtaposed against
tohu va-vohu (the empty chaotic nothingness).*a
To take matters further, one can hypothesize that
to keep the cosmos from imploding back into
nothingness,
Extraordinariation must advance with more dynamism
and richness outward,
than tohu va-vohu pulls inward.
This theme can be developed elegantly, and dovetails
well with the other components of Q4P, but it remains
forever within the realm of hypothesis.

Dealing with this question is a very major undertaking.
And I’m not so brave.
*a

see Genesis 1:2: “And the earth/land was tohu va-vohu.”
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APPENDIX O:

APPENDIX P:

“Secular Divine”
v. “Religious Divine”

Optimization

As noted elliptically in the text,
Q4P (Quest for Potential∞/Extraordinariation)
works as a “Secular Divine” metaphysics and works
well as a “Religious Divine” metaphysics.
But, either way, we are dealing with an infinitely
radiating, infinitely-grasping consciousness, and
infinitely–grasping power: The Divine.
One cannot posit infinite on all fronts, and then
come back and say that this is not a “Divine” entity/
dynamic/force.

APPENDIX

The signature component of Q4P
(Quest for Potential∞/ Extraordinariation) is optimization.
The component will tend to optimize anything and
everything.
*
For example, life on earth will emerge both on
the oxygen-sustained surface, as well as in toxic
hydrothermal vents in the depths of the ocean.
Optimization has “worked-out” the solution-path in
each case.
But, remember, optimization is the signature
component of Q4P, which in turn is at the heart
of Infinite Divine Potential.
*
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From Big Bangs to the evolution of snails, optimization
will be hard at work.
From advancing human consciousness, to advancing
peak-experiences, from the spiritual through the sexual,
optimization has a 24/7 “consulting contract.”
*
Both the optimization components of (Newtonian)
calculus and the iterative components of Mandelbrot
fractals are the (intertwined) mathematical threads
here. They presumably underpin the mathematical
component, which I hypothesize to be present.
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APPENDIX Q:
Q4P
juxtaposed
v.
Vicissitude

(All) the other fields and extraordinary dimensions
to this optimization component, presumably are
intertwined–with, and wrap-around, the math.

Some readers, after concluding reading the Summa set,
posed the same question with which I started the series
in the first place: If Q4P, why evil? Now, that question
was dealt with heavily in Book #1 and dealt with again
intermittently over the course of Book #2.

This may prove somewhat hard to clinically prove :)

But, let’s approach the question from one more angle,
a very rough analogy, as we end this series.

*

The trip from the Old World to the New World involved
stormy and quite-lethal voyages across the Atlantic.
And even when the New World was reached, there was
no shortage of travail. But there was ‘advance.’

And we advance–forward.
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APPENDIX R:

APPENDIX S:

More Powerful v. Perfect

Book #1 (God and Evil)
v.
Book #2 (God and Good)

The proposed Summa metaphysics is not perfect.
Perfection is hard to come by when trying to
get one’s arms around the infinite.
However, Summa would appear quite significantly
more powerful than the competing known
metaphysics offered to date (over the past three
to five thousand years).

Many readers of the Summa much prefer Book #1 over
Book #2.
Presumably, it is clearer, and its style is more in a classic
expository presentation/form. Plus Book #1 actually uses
real, normal sentence structures.
Furthermore, Book #1 is almost a stand-alone, fairly
comprehensible original and hi-energy, complete
Metaphysics.
But only ‘almost.’

GOD AND GOOD

Whereas Book #1 conceptualized and framed-out the
existence of Quest for Potential (enroute to dealing with
theodicy, and before I brought Extraordinariation into the
equation), Book #2 attempts to get its arms around the
entire Q4P.
However, the mission of Book #2 is not so simple.
How does one use regular language to describe an
infinitely expanding (as we speak) Infinitude?
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To achieve my (ambitious?) goals for Book #2, I needed
to not only push my own psyche to its limits, which was
frankly painful, but I needed to push your psyches to
their respective limits, which I presume may have been
somewhat grating, aggravating, frustrating or some
combination thereof.
I saw no other route.
And time marches on.

I thought about Book #2 for fourteen years before
commencing 5-6 years of writing. And I only even
conceived of a line of approach 12 years into the
fourteen years of mulling-over this little task. So, either
I’m slow or the task is challenging, or some combination
thereof.
As noted in the introductory section to God and Good,
Book #2 is heavily intuitive as the major motif, and
heavily intellectual as the minor motif, whereas Book #1
was the mirror-image in these regards.

— Birnbaum

Remember that Book #1 initially encountered very
significant resistance when it was published in 1988.
No one criticized it; it just wasn’t ‘grasped.’ Then, about
2-5 years after publication, it achieved ‘traction’, for
whatever combination of reasons. Note that Book #2
plays at a totally different level (higher) than Book #1,
which itself was not shy in its goals.
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APPENDIX T:
*

Following the Analogy
Using one of our basic assumptions, that HUMAN
parallels COSMIC, one can conjecture that there is an
aspect of perpetual re–birth to (at least portions of)
the cosmos.*A

Thus, not only does the human spirit transcend one’s
death; it even ultimately transcends the Death and
re–Birth ad infinitum (hopefully), of components of the
cosmos itself.

In physics, there is a school of thinking along these
lines, as well.*B

***

*
The Midrash/Kabbala talk about cosmic cycles. According to
this (hitherto) esoteric school of thought, we may be in the 4th or 5th
or 6th cosmic cycle.
*A

Our Infinite Divinitude ultimately pierces through the
various cosmic births and deaths. It is this Infinite
Divinitude which is necessary for Cosmic birth to
begin with. But, as articulated, the primary fount of the
Infinitude is its cumulative future potential (and not its
past). This concept – and this concept alone – closes
the metaphysical circle.

*B

See also encyclopedia entries for Cyclic Model Cosmology:

						
						

# Paul Steinhardt; Neil Turok 2002
# Lauris Baum; Paul Frampton 2007
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APPENDIX U:

APPENDIX V:

By-definition Telescoping Elasticity

Hypothesizing about Cosmic
Origins

One of the great advantages of Q4P as the proposed
core cosmic dynamic is its by–definition inherent
telescoping elasticity. As conceptualized, it can
telescope from classic nothingness to infinitude. We
need that crucial “telescoping” aspect built-in to the
core of the unitary proposed dynamic.
Meaning, that not only must the dynamic qualify as the
core of the evolving Divine Infinitude, it must be unitary,
“simple” and have telescoping elasticity, as well, among
other nice (infinite) aspects delineated over the course
of the two-book series.

Clearly, this – hypothesizing about cosmic origins –
is the most challenging aspect of metaphysics.
Now, while one can write with conviction about the
elegance of a hypothesis, one cannot truly write
with conviction about the validity of a cosmological
hypothesis.
But the near-certain validity per se, of a cosmological
hypothesis is not truly the conceptualizer’s goal.
For, in dealing with the realms of the infinite and
cosmic origins, our levels of consciousness to date
(and perhaps for a long time to come) may simply be
inadequate
A worthwhile goal, however, would be a more dynamic
and elegant hypothesis than has hitherto been offered.
That is what Summa proposes.
We seek to advance forward – another layer or two –
towards cracking the cosmic code. We do not presume
to articulate the penultimate core.
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now, re: (b)

APPENDIX W:
Physics, Metaphysics & Poetry
a) PHYSICS will not solve PHYSICS without
METAPHYSICS....and
b) METAPHYSICS will not solve METAPHYSICS
without POETRY....
now, re: (a)
Why is that?
PHYSICS operates with a quasi-dead-spot on its
cumulative brain that PHYSICS is a stand-alone field....
albeit directly interacting with the hard sciences.
This is wrong.
All fields are interconnected – meaning the hard and
soft sciences – and it will frankly require integrating
multiple fields to penetrate truly deeply into the
cosmic code.

Why is that?
Metaphysics operates with a quasi-dead-spot on its own
cumulative brain that METAPHYSICS is a stand-alone
field...albeit directly interacting with the hard sciences.
This is wrong.
The concepts necessary to get us to the core of cosmic
code are too abstract for METAPHYSICS alone (whether
from 5,000 years ago or contemporary). [Among other
thinkers, the legendary theologian Rav Kook (b. 1865),
Chief Rabbi of Palestine from 1921-1935, understood
and followed-through on this.]
POETRY, while still hampered by the limitations of the
human word and human consciousness, nevertheless
affords us the opportunity of potentially thrusting closer
to the core of cosmic mystery...
Of course, once one enters the world of POETRY, one
enters another netherworld....
Sort of, damned if you do; damned if you don’t
But, nevertheless, poetry ultimately has a place
in the arsenal of the metaphysician....
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APPENDIX X:
Holographic Universe Theory,
Information and SUMMA
In God and Evil (1988) I hypothesize “bootstrap
creation” to deal with the classic philosophical/
metaphysical/cosmology conundrum
of creation ex nihilo i.e. –
How is the cosmos seemingly created out of nothing?
God and Evil proposes an analogy to a leveraged
buyout in finance. Basically, in a leveraged buyout
one can potentially buy a company primarily by (sort
of) guaranteeing the seller the company’s anticipated
future earnings stream to (allegedly) cover the (periodic
multi-year) payments. [Often the Buyer is the CEO
or another prime protagonist related to the business
entity.]
Summa proposes that future potentials (in parallel to
future earnings) ignited the cosmos (in parallel to the
buy of a leveraged buyout). This is a core theme
which courses through this two-volume metaphysics
series.
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However, among other potential underlying
vulnerability points to this hypothesis is the question –
How does the “present” (at Creation) know the (infinite)
future (potentialities)?
Conveniently for me, along emerges Holographic
Theory [see Wikipedia entry] into mainstream physics
over the past twenty+ years (c. 1990–2010 and now
advancing-forward).
Now, Holographic Theory increasingly has no shortage
of explicators and variations on its core themes.
However a common denominator of the various
hypotheses under this (Holographic) umbrella would
be that INFORMATION is
(a) (somehow) stored on the space-time boundary,
and that
(b) this information may interact internally in a modality
that defies the classic linear arrow of time.
Now, once the internal interaction of information
can possibly interact outside the boundaries of the
classic linear arrow of time, “a bootstrap universe”
cosmological hypothesis has a further (albeit certainly
not necessarily sufficient) – and key – intellectual
toehold.
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APPENDIX Y:
Counterposing
Summa Metaphysica (1988, 2005)
with
Spinoza (d. 1677)
There are many intersection points, but the two
treatises are radically different, if not diametrically
opposite at the core.
Spinoza posits a coldly impersonal core unifying
dynamic;
I posit a fiery all–pervading consciousness.
Spinoza holds GOOD and EVIL to be relative
concepts;
I hold them to be objective and distinct.
Spinoza discerns no ultimate purpose to the cosmos;
I do – Quest for Infinite Potential/Extraordinariation.
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Spinoza posits a thoroughgoing deterministic universe
(i.e. that absolutely everything that happens, occurs
through the operation of necessity)
I certainly do not. Randomness, Emotion, and Free Will
are key components in my Metaphysics. Ultimately,
Quest for Potential/Extraordinariation layered-over
Randomness, Emotion and Free Will – is iterative as its
key component, and not overarchingly deterministic.
Please note several respectful interrelated observations–
• I do, of course, humbly recognize Spinoza’s genius
and position in “the pantheon.”
• I believe the Jewish community’s reaction to him
was wrong. Respectfully, a live and let live approach
would have been optimal and appropriate.
• I respectfully believe his philosophy is, indeed,
incompatible with Judaism.
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APPENDIX Z1:
Survival
How does “survival” fit into the Quest for Potential∞/
Extraordinariation paradigm?
Clearly “survival” is necessary. Obviously. But it is far
from sufficient. Thus, necessary, but not sufficient.
“Survival,” in my paradigm, does not occupy the
overwhelming paramount position ascribed to it by
many “survival of the fittest” 19th and 20th century
Darwinists. If it did, we would see far more species
of slugs, and radically fewer species of butterflies.
At the same time, over the eons the relative priority of
survival to extraordinariation may have intermittently
shifted:

More species with high probability survival in-place
> more emphasis on extraordinariation, etc.
More species in a precarious survival situation
> more emphasis on survival.
Clearly, to stay in the game, survival is necessary.
But we hypothesize that overall, the macro–signature
theme of our cosmos is “extraordinariation.” In any event,
while this area, like most areas involving the cosmos is
nuanced and textured, the key thrust (extraordinariation)
is clear.
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One is somehow embedded within the other.

APPENDIX Z2:
Primordial Realm Hypothesis

Precisely how? I do not know.
Only ‘possibility’ can bona fide be hypothesized by the
metaphysician to have been eternal.
It is the sole term/theme/concept which works. Period.

At the ‘beginning’ there was not “nothing.”

It is simple – and it rings true. To me.

At the “beginning” there was
“layer upon layer of pure possibility”
– whatever that precisely means.

A theologian can now peg-off the above and
hypothesize –
a) that God is the embodiment of “possibility”
or
b) that God is the embodiment of “potential.”
or
c) that God is the embodiment of
“extraordinariation”
or
d) that God is the embodiment
of “possibility/potential/extraordinariation.”

Call it “metaphysical possibility.”
Call it “the plentitude of possibility.”
No matter what the precise jargon, it was “possibility.”
‘Possibility’ then somehow morphs to
(its “first cousin”)
Quest for Potential∞/Extraordinariation.
Precisely how? I do not know.
Why do I call the two “first cousins”?
Because they are very closely related and inter-related.

The last one (d) would be my personal, private view.
But as a (putative) metaphysician, I would just keep it
simple:
At the “beginning” – there was “possibility.”
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*

end of Appendix section

*
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ROAD MAP

The Potential∞ Point:
Road Map
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ROAD MAP

Summa Metaphysica

The Potential∞ Point:
Road Map

Summary/Overview
of the hypothesized
metaphysical underpinnings
of the embryonic journey
of the Infinite Divine
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ROAD MAP

employing just one concept

Quest for Potential∞/Extraordinariation
Summa Metaphysica
proposes a simultaneous solution to –
Cosmogony
Theogony
Theodicy



cont’d
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Road Map

Possibility, is, by definition, eternal
*
One cannot really challenge the eternality of
Possibility…
…. the only concept whose eternality is basically
unassailable….
Thus, Possibility – in one form or another – is a very
prime candidate for the prime engine which pulls
Reality from out of the Void
*
But how is there seemingly creation ex nihilo –
creation seemingly out-of-nothingness?
*
Possibility per se does not necessarily have the
power to pull Reality from out of the Void
However, a variation on Possibility – Quest for
Potential∞ to the infinite power – just might have the
power to do just that…
*
How?
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The combined power of all potentials down-the-road
might be an imperative strong enough....
to cumulatively retroactively ignite the cosmos…
Meaning, at Creation the future ignites the present.
This is our crucial pivot, among several key pivots…
Summa Metaphysica calls this “bootstrapping
creation”…
[pre-Creation, TIME can more readily be hypothesized to have
(more) elasticity and/or multi-directionality]

*
Since there is a cosmos, which apparently was de
facto ‘ignited,’ at least once, we hypothesize that
Quest for Potential∞ was the spark…
*
But how might this ignition have taken place?
*
Possibility had nowhere to go within the Void…
We hypothesize that Possibility coiled within itself.....
morphing to its dynamic ‘first cousin’ Quest for
Potential∞....
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Then, Quest for Potential∞ coiled within itself by a
factor of, say, a ‘zillion trillion’ to the infinite power….
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*

For eons upon eons…

(infinite) Expansion, with nowhere to go
without Reality…

Aching, yearning for expression, realization.........

The ultimate yearning….

[investigate ‘Mandelbrot Fractals’ in mathematics]

*

*
Quest for Potential∞ eventually fine-tuning its game…

The quintessential irresistible force –
Quest for Potential∞

Ultimately achieving ‘radar lock’ on the optimal route
towards Extraordinariation

Desperately probing for an opening through the
quintessential Immovable object – The Void

[investigate ‘the Calculus’ in mathematics re: optimization]

*
Trying to discern a path into Reality
*
A cosmic impasse
.........a seemingly eternal impasse…
*
Like a coiled-spring vainly attempting to expand
infinite-fold within an infinitely small ‘space’
An infinitely-expanding metaphysical entity
trapped within a non-existent physical space

*
Quest for Potential∞/Extraordinariation now
advancing’ towards critical mass…
*
After an eternity of loneliness, the Void “could not
‘take it’ anymore”…
*
Potential Extraordinariation beckoned…..
*
Potential Extraordinariation teased…
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Potential Extraordinariation seduced
*

***

Potential Extraordinariation pulsated….
*
Then, potential Extraordinariation within potential
Extraordinariation now infinitely iterating… achieves
critical mass…..
*
The cosmic-balance is tipped ….The Void gasps
and yields its hitherto eternal imperviousness

The paradigm simultaneously also impels a parallel
‘reworking’ of –
Intelligent Design
Anthropology
Darwinism
‘Man’s place in the cosmos’ question
‘Purpose of Man’ question
and, of course,
Cosmology
Philosophy
Biology
et al.

*
......and the heavens exploded forth –

not to mention, all-embracing
Metaphysics
which impelled us here in the first place

the Potential∞ Point*

***
end of Road Map

cont’d

cont’d
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We respectfully posit that the implications of
the Summa hypothesis span all of humanity’s
mainstream fields of study, whether the hard sciences
or the soft sciences, as all fields, in this hypothesis,
ultimately track back to the Singularity and to the
Big Bang.....the Genesis point.....what I would
name the Potential∞ Point*

* the Eheyeh-asher-Eheyeh Point .....
that is,
the I-WILL-BE-THAT-WHICH-I-WILL-BE Point

© 2006, 2009
DAVID BIRNBAUM
DBprivate@aol.com
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Q4P
Quest for Potential∞/ Extraordinariation
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COMPETING COSMOLOGICAL THEORIES

Competing
Cosmological
Theories
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COMPETING COSMOLOGICAL THEORIES

Competing Cosmological Theories
1-Sentence Encapsulizations **
Barrow/Tipler’s Anthropic:
A comparison of two proposed
unified cosmological theories

“We had to end up with the current universe,
because this is the only universe which humans
could observe”

*

Barrow/Tipler’s
SACP Theory
[Strong Anthropic Cosmological Principle]
(1986)

v.

Birnbaum’s
Q4P Theory

Birnbaum’s Q4P
“Quest for Potential∞ is the original pulse of –
and continues to be the primary engine of –
the Divine and the Cosmos”
** for expanded elaboration on each,

[Quest for Infinite Potential∞/Extraordinariation]
(volume I 1988;
(volume II 2008)

see respectively,
Anthropic Wikipedia via search engines
Quest for Potential∞ via www.SummaM.org

cont’d

cont’d
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based upon a
Scientific Essay
by
Steven Gross

COMPETING COSMOLOGICAL THEORIES

One (not the only) way Q4P may potentially express
itself is to create a universe in which the SACP is an
operating principle/force/power.
The SACP explains many puzzling features of our
universe and is a physical idea with predictive power.
The alternative physical theories posit 10^500
universes (multiverse) (see book by Susskind or
Wikipedia) to explain the same features, or simply
ignore those features saying that question is ‘not a
scientific one.’

Jerusalem
January, 2010

SACP v. Q4P
It is assumed that the reader has a nodding acquaintance
with the Strong Anthropic Cosmological principle (SACP)
(see the book by Barrow and Tipler or Wikipedia) and with
Birnbaum’s Quest for Potential∞ (Q4P). Further, I assume
that the reader is willing to accept both the SACP and
Q4P at least as working hypotheses.
The SACP is an expression of Q4P restricted to a physical
plane. {Meaning, SACP may be construed as a potential
offshoot of Q4P, but we must understand that SACP is
restricted to physicality, as opposed to spirituality, morality
and other aspects of the potential gamut of life.)

cont’d

The SACP becomes a powerful way to express/
implement/develop Q4P, but only on a limited,
physical battlefield. The SACP is thus only a physical
expression of the Q4P, albeit a powerful one.
SACP does not at all extend to the moral/spiritual
levels. It does not explain joy, tragedy, love, irony,
pathos etc. In other words, it does not explain the
gamut of the human psyche, including the emotional
and the aesthetic, among other aspects.
Potential conceptual and logical weaknesses in SACP
are well known. See encyclopedia articles.

cont’d
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But, the key issue, as juxtaposed against Q4P in
particular, may be that SACP does not answer the
quintessential big question, “WHY”:
Why there is anything at all?

Q4P as a potential wrap-around SACP, indeed solves
– and fills-in – a lot of problems/gaps for SACP. The
converse is not true. SACP certainly does not add–to
the intellectual rigor of Q4P.

SACP tries to explain why there is life, and our
particular form of life, once you posit a universe.
But, why is there a universe?

Note that like other pre-1988 attempts at unified
paradigms, the conceptualizes of SACP (in 1986)
did not have an option of reviewing Birnbaum’s Q4P
(1988; 2008) before presenting their respective
hypotheses. Indeed, as Q4P’s author operates well
outside the scientific community, there is limited
dissemination to date of his paradigm, which is
currently more disseminated within the metaphysics/
philosophy community. Part of the issue is that
Birnbaum positions his paradigm as an overarching
solution to key issues within a panoply of fields,
ranging from theology to the hard sciences.

This same seeming insurmountable hurdle will be
faced by proponents of multiple universe theory, when
their “m–theory” is juxtaposed against
Birnbaum’s nimble ‘potential’ paradigm.
What is the origin of that which you posit to be
bedrock/eternal/infinite?
This is not a side question; it is a core question.
Q4P addresses the ‘eternal origins’ question in its
own core Unified Formulation (Summa Metaphysica,
Volume I, Part II). Q4P frontally and comprehensively
integrates carefully conceived responses to all of the
issues noted above.
Q4P handles the gamut of emotional, spiritual,
moral and aesthetic issues, as well. It develops an
expository sampling of 120 Potentials, proffered as
120 Angels.

Birnbaum has articulated consistently that the
solution to key roadblocks in Cosmology and Physics
will only be found in creative metaphysics, as per his
own paradigm.

***
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INDEX OF SCULPTED TERMS

INDEX
of
Sculpted Terms *

Bootstrapping (creation), pp. 64, 65, 140, 142, 399
Cherry-Picked Evolution, p. 146
Cosmic “Tool Kit” pp. 61, 63, 96, 137, 149, 359
Cosmic ‘Leveraged Buyout’ (“Bootstrapping”), p. 65
Cosmic Tango, pp. 98, 118, 281
Cosmic Womb of Potential, pp. 13, 55-150, 380
Cosmic-Tapestry-Weaving, p. 73
Cumulative / Massed-Array Design, p. 148
Extraordinariation, pp. 12, 60, 137-150, 380-382
Holy Quest of Potential, pp. 16, 175, 295, 323, 377, 379
Inexorable Life-Questing, p. 69
Infinite Divine Extraordinariation:
pp. 12, 16, 26-27, 70, 73-83, 89-93,
99-100, 106, 110, 129, 135-135, 145-146
Infinite Recursiveness & Infinite Loop-Ability, pp. 65, 67, 128
Infinitely-Coiled Spirality, p. 64
Interlocking Divine Infinitude Quest, p. 75
Metaphysical Correspondence, p. 67
Mitosis of “O”, pp. 68, 105, 138
Optimizing Complexification / Contourization, pp. 144-145
Organic Super-Equation, p. 138
Physical Leveraged Buyout, p. 147
Quest for Infinite Divine Extraordinariation, pp. 74, 90, 99

Quest for Potential∞ (Q4P),
pp. 11-13, 15-16, 22-24, 26-27, 50-51, 62, 65, 70-71, 73,
77-82, 85, 92-93, 97, 99-103, 108, 113, 117, 123, 126-129, 133,
135, 138, 142-143, 145-146, 148, 158, 161, 175, 209, 219, 266,
285, 294-295, 308-309, 323, 377-378, 386, 388, 391, 398-401
Recursivity is Regnant, p. 139
Simultaneous Push / Pull Tension, p. 64
Spiraling Supra-Dynamics, p. 117
Subtle Dynamic, pp. 40-44
Supra-Dynamic, p. 24
Template Fidelity, p. 147
The Metaphysical Gates of the Forest, pp. 10-17
The Potential∞ Point, pp. 12, 72, 84, 134
The Potential∞ Point: Road Map, pp. 393-404
The Spiraling Collective, pp. 390-391
UNITY “POTENTIAL,” pp. 20-22
Vacuum-Busting, p. 70

note: Summa Metaphysica II: God and Good was copyrighted in 2005 and
posted on the web www.SummaM.org in January 2006. Note that several of
the above terms may very possibly have been used in a non-related manner
in some form prior.
Summa Metaphysica I: God and Evil was copyrighted in 1986.
* sculpted / synthesized / created
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(but, the protégé also rises…)
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“A Major Work in the Philosophy of Religion”*

“…there is no comparable volume offering such a
comprehensive, authoritative and intelligible discussion
of the problem…a remarkable effort to offer a fresh
approach...”
Paul Mendez–Flohr
Professor of Philosophy, Hebrew University,
Jerusalem Editor, Contemporary Jewish Religious Thought
“…an original, and, in this reader’s opinion, a very
promising point of view…the author gathers a
philosophically coherent and, in the end, highly modern
insight… a unified metaphysics…”
Louis Dupré
Professor of Religious Studies, Yale University

“…a major contribution to the Jewish conversations
through the ages, on theodicy, and the problem of evil
generally.”
Dr. Norman Lamm
President, Yeshiva University
“…a framework for a renewed exploration into the most
agonizing aspects of the meaning of religious belief… It
is an impressive attempt to focus intellectually on the
Holocaust without diminishing the primal outcry of pain.”
Rabbi Nachum Rabinovitch
Rosh Yeshiva Birkat Moshe, Israel,
Former Dean, Jews College, London

“…a major work in the Philosophy of Religion…
a masterful achievement…a novel and satisfying approach…
a major intellectual achievement.”
*Canon William Johnson
Professor of Philosophy, Brandeis University

“David Birnbaum brings the rich resources of the Jewish
tradition to bear on the universal problem of theodicy. The
result is a new synthesis… I can certainly recommend it
as a fascinating contribution to the philosophy of religion
which merits the attention of Christians and Jews alike.”
John J. Collins
Professor of Theology, University of Notre Dame
Editor, Journal of Biblical Literature

cont’d

cont’d

***
“the best book in print on the subject.”
–HERITAGE JOURNAL
[continued]

“God and Evil represents a bold attempt to formulate
an ingenious theory, which, drawing upon creative
reinterpretations of classical Jewish doctrine, places
the Free Will Defense within a broader metaphysical
framework…”
Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger
Professor of Philosophy, Yeshiva University
Editor, Tradition
“All who read this book will find much instruction,
insight, and material for reflection…I find the overall
thesis of the book touching and inspiring…”
Rabbi Irving Greenberg
President, The National Jewish Center for Learning
and Scholarship (CLAL)
“A major work…a great intellectual and spiritual effort”
Joseph Dan
Professor of Kabbalah, Hebrew University

***

“Author and scholar David Birnbaum wrestles with the age–old
problem of the existence of evil… a compelling, stimulating and
creative contribution…”
–JUDAICA BOOK NEWS
“Birnbaum’s God and Evil is an extremely significant volume
which grapples forthrightly and originally with the problem…
well–organized… clearly written… persuasive… Birnbaum comes
as close as possible to solving the awesome dilemma of evil in a
world created by a just God.”
–JEWISH WORLD
“Birnbaum wrestles with the problem of evil from a Jewish
perspective, but provides fresh insights for Christians as well.
This is a good book, written in faith, and with honesty and
passion…”
–THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
Georgetown University
“Wiesel and Birnbaum share a deep respect for, and loyalty to,
their ancestral faith. Yet the contrast between their approaches is
ultimately perhaps as instructive as the approaches themselves.
Birnbaum’s approach is essentially that of the intellectual,
philosopher, and theologian…”
–CANADIAN CATHOLIC REVIEW
“a bold and highly original synthesis…audacious yet sensitive,
traditional and yet highly innovative…yet within the parameters
of an authentically Jewish halakhic point of view…an
intellectual odyssey”
–JEWISH REVIEW
***

reprinted from 5 Towns Jewish Times
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